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Ms. Forbes Fields serves as the President and 
CEO of the YWCA Greater Cleveland (“YWCA”). 
The YWCA is one of the oldest operating 
non-profits in Cleveland. Founded in 1868 with the 
mission of peace, justice, freedom and dignity to all. 
Today’s mission, which is key to our city’s future, is 
to eliminate racism and empower women and girls. 
The YWCA fulfills this mission by promoting racial 
equity and social justice, empowerment and 
economic advancement of women and the health 
and safety for women and girls. At the YWCA, Ms. 
Forbes Fields continues her fight for the City of 
Cleveland’s marginalized communities and gender 
equity. 
 
The YWCA operates programs which span 
generations, and are located in four (4) separate 
facilities with over one hundred employees.mThe 
YWCA operates the Early Learning Center (“ELC”), 
Independence Place/NIA, two (2) Norma Herr 
Women’s Centers, and Cogswell Hall.   
 
Ms. Forbes Fields previously served as Executive Vice President and General Counsel for United Way 
of Greater Cleveland. She led a portfolio that encompassed local and state government relations, 
management of the Geauga office, Race, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Initiative, board management, 
and reviewing all legal matters. 
 
Prior to arriving at United Way of Greater Cleveland in 2016, Ms. Forbes Fields practiced law for over 
thirty-one (31) years with the Forbes, Fields & Associates Co., L.P.A. law firm.  Ms. Forbes Fields was 
initially involved in various public and privately placed issuance of revenue bonds and general 
obligation bonds for the State of Ohio and its political subdivisions. She then transitioned into the 
litigation practice focusing on employment discrimination and wrongful discharge matters.  Ms. Forbes 
Fields has been admitted to practice before the Ohio Supreme Court, the United States District Court 
for the Northern District of Ohio and the United States Court of Appeals in the Sixth Circuit.    
 
Ms. Forbes Fields has been profiled in several magazine publications for her community and civic 
interests, including Phenomenal Women Magazine, February 2025 issue, C L Magazine Winter/Spring 
2023 issue and featured in the Cleveland Magazine’s 2025 Cleveland 500 list, and the 2024 Crain’s 



Power 150 list.  She was awarded the 2025 Diff Maker of the Game from the Cleveland Cavaliers; 2024 
Women of Distinction Honoree from the Girl Scouts of North East Ohio; The Greater Cleveland Delta 
Foundation’s Black Diamonds and Pearls Shining Star Award; 2024 Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Incorporated Honoree; the City of Cleveland’s 2024 Hidden Figure; 2023 John Hill Award; 2023 NAACP 
Freedom Fund Award; 2023 Blacks in Management Excellence in Leadership Award; 2021 Smart 
Women Progressive Woman Honoree; 2020 Cleveland Arts Prize Special Prize Award; 2019 Crain’s 
Notable Woman in Nonprofit; and 2018 Southern Christian Leadership Conference Community Award.  
She is a graduate of Leadership Cleveland, Class of 1994. Currently, she serves as a trustee for the 
Cleveland Museum of Art, where in 2018 she led the Museum’s Board effort in the implementation of 
the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Plan; and the Board of Trustees of Cuyahoga Community College 
where she served as the longest serving Chairperson of the Board. 
 
Ms. Forbes Fields is married to Darrell A. Fields and they have three (3) adult children. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


